
Date: 13th February 201 1

Welcome to the 10th Edition of Supporting Communities NI E-Biz
Consultation

HATE INCIDENTS PRACTICAL  ACTIONS (HIPA) SCHEME

Have you been a Victim of Crime or has your home been attacked because of your
race, sexuality , disability , political opinion or religious belief?

News

NEWS

If so, you may be eligible for personal and home protection measures under the Hate Incidents
Practical Actions (HIPA) Scheme.

This scheme is available across Northern Ireland to support victims of hate incidents at their
homes, whether they are owner-occupiers or tenants in privately rented or Housing Executive
properties.

Once an incident has been confirmed by the police, minimum repairs may be carried out to
secure the property (make temporary wind and watertight repairs) and remove property to a
Housing Executive storage facility if necessary. If requested there will be a follow up visit by your
local Police Hate Incident and Minority Liaison Officer who can provide a personal attack alarm
to the occupants if required and can discuss provision of additional security measures.

To report an incident contact your local PSNI station on 0845 600 8000 and ask for the Hate
Incident and Minority Liaison Officer.

HOUSEHOLDS ASKED FOR THEIR VIEWS ON UNIVERSAL  CREDIT

Social Development Minister, Nelson McCausland, is inviting over 1,000
households to have their views heard as the introduction of Universal
Credit draws closer.

Universal Credit, which will replace the current benefit system, will be
introduced next year. It is planned that new claims will be introduced
from October 2013.

Minister McCausland said: “I have instructed my officials to carry out focus groups and a
household survey of 1,000 homes to ensure that we understand the needs, thoughts and
opinions of people in Northern Ireland who this will affect.”



Events

Funding

CONSULTATIONS

MINISTER MAKES DECISION FOR A CHARITIES
(AMENDMENT) BILL

Department officials outlined the Minister’s preferred option in a
briefing to the Committee for Social Development on 2 February
at Stormont in which he believes that he is now satisfied that this
course of action is in the best interests for all charities. The
Committee for Social Development welcomed the Minister’s decision and congratulated the
work of the Charity Commission to date.  A  Charities (Amendment) Bill will now be prepared for
consideration by the Committee for Social Development and it is anticipated it will be introduced
to the Assembly before the summer recess.

Register of charities
Once royal assent has been granted, the Charity Commission can then begin a public consultation
on its guidance for the public benefit test, perhaps early next year.  This could see the register of
charities being established before the summer of next year.

For more detailed information on the passage of this reform, please see NICVA’s dedicated
charity law reform page   www.nicva.org/governance/charity-law-reform

Current consultations with closing dates:

SUPPORT FOR MORTGAGE INTEREST AND UNIVERSAL  CREDIT

The responses will help determine how help towards mortgage interest costs should be changed
in the medium to long term future, from 2013 (the introduction of Universal Credit) to 2017 and
beyond.

www.dsdni.gov.uk/index/consultations/consultation-support-for-mortgage-interest.htm
Closing date 27 February 2012

Benefits and tax credit customers across Northern Ireland have been randomly selected to take
part in this research which will take the form of focus groups and a household survey, running
from January to March this year. Participants will be assured that any benefits they are claiming
will not be affected by participating in the research. The findings of this research will be considered
in the planning for the introduction of Universal Credit in Northern Ireland.

The research work will look at the proposal to implement Universal Credit and its key components.
It will also focus on attitudes to work, using the internet and money management.

Minister McCausland added: “I would encourage all those who are invited to take part in this
research to do so.



DRAFT DOGS (LICENSING AND IDENTIFICATION) REGULATIONS

The Department of Agriculture and Rural Development
(DARD) is seeking your views on the draft Dogs (Licensing
and Identification) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2012.

The draft regulations carry forward all the provisions in the
current Dogs (Licensing and Identification) Regulations 2011
and include new technical requirements for compulsory
microchipping and specify the record keeping requirements
for individual and block licence holders.

To find out more information: www.dardni.gov.uk/index/consultations/active-consultations/
consultations-draft-dogs-regulations.htm

LEARNING DISABILITY SERVICE FRAMEWORK

The Learning Disability Service Framework is the fifth in
a planned series of Service Frameworks to be developed.
It aims to improve the health and well-being of people
with a learning disability, their carers and families by
promoting social inclusion, reducing inequalities in health
and social well-being and improving the quality of care.

You can find the full document for consultation, as well as a summary of the standards and a
consultation response questionnaire at:
www.dhsspsni.gov.uk/learning_disability_service_framework.pdf
www.dhsspsni.gov.uk/ldsf_-_consultation_response_questionnaire_pdf

CARERS WEEK 2012 SURVEY

Do you care for someone?   A Carer is someone who provides
care to a relative, friend or neighbour who is disabled, ill or old
and frail.  Carers do this in an unpaid capacity.

Every year Carers UK carry out a research with Carers, this is
published in Carers Week.

This year carer’s week is the 18th - 24th June 2012.  The theme
is ‘In sickness and in health.’

If you are a Carer, please go to www.surveymonkey.com/s/
carersweek2012 to complete the Carers Week 2012 survey on
health and wellbeing.



BE A SAINT - VOLUNTEER

Could your organisation benefit from a ‘saintly army of
volunteers’?

Volunteer Now in partnership with Business in the Community is organising a day of voluntary
action on Friday16 March 2012 entitled Be a Saint – Volunteer! This annual event encourages
employers to release their employees (in teams) to undertake volunteering projects in the
community.

Many local charities have already received valuable help with a range of projects. Private and
public sector organisations are now realising that team volunteering brings the opportunity for
their employees to ‘get together’ away from the usual work environment and use their skills and
experience to help others. Projects must be time limited to one day, be realistic in the nature of
the work and offer a positive experience of volunteering. Past projects have included conservation
/ gardening work, decorating, mural painting and DIY.

If your organisation has a challenge which could be promoted as part of the programme or if you
would like advice on how to benefit contact Lindsay Armstrong
lindsay.armstrong@volunteernow.co.uk  or call 028 9020 0851

EVENTS

CRC COMMUNITY RELATIONS WEEK 2012

For the last ten years the Community Relations Council has coordinated Community Relations
Week with events planned by a huge variety of voluntary and community groups, District Councils
and other public bodies. Despite the difficult economic and financial environment the Community
Relations Council believes that the need to build a more shared society and to challenge the
segregation and division around us is more relevant than ever. Taking part in Community
Relations Week is a good way to demonstrate that commitment. The theme this year will be “No
More ‘Them and Us’ ?” In 2011 over 150 events were staged on community relations themes
including exhibitions, festivals, cultural performances, debates and discussions. These attracted
extensive media coverage.

In 2012 Community Relations Week will be held from Monday
14 May to Saturday 19 May. Those wishing to organise an event
that could form part of the programme should complete an entry
form:

http://www.community-relations.org.uk/about-us/news/item/
908/communityrelations-week/

This will need to be returned by 2nd April.

Voluntary and community groups should note that any additional costs relating to a CR Week
event may be eligible for grant aid from the CR/CD small grants scheme which opens in April.
Enquiries about the possibility of grant support for a CR Week event should be made to Paul
Jordan or project officers in the Funding and Development team.



NORTHERN IRELAND PENSIONERS PARLIAMENT

The Northern Ireland Pensioners Parliament was launched in 2011 and allows older people
from across Northern Ireland to have their say on the issues that matter to them. Organised by
Age Sector Platform, 2012 will mark the second year of the Parliament.

The Local Parliaments

These will take place during February and March 2012 and will ensure that older people’s views
from every county in Northern Ireland are represented.

Belfast Wednesday 22 February 2012
Craigavon Wednesday 29 February 2012
Antrim Tuesday 6 March 2012
Enniskillen Thursday 8 March 2012
Newtownards Wednesday 14 March 2012
Coleraine Wednesday 21 March 2012
Cookstown Thursday 29 March 2012

All venues are centrally located in each town/city and each event will take place between 10am
and 3.30pm (lunch will be provided).

Delegates from each local parliament will be selected to attend the Northern Ireland Pensioners
Parliament in Belfast on Tuesday 22 and Wednesday 23 May 2012. This two-day regional
Parliament will decide on the priority issues for older people across the province.

If you would like to attend your local Parliament, please contact Age Sector Platform by phoning
028 9031 2089 or emailing info@agesectorplatform.org.

As spaces are limited, booking in advance is essential. Keep up to date with Northern Ireland
Pensioners Parliament news at: www.pensionersparliament.org

WELFARE REFORM CONFERENCE TO TACKLE MAJOR ISSUES

In light of the imminent changes and potential negative consequences for quite a substantial
proportion of the citizens in Northern Ireland, NICVA, in conjunction with Law Centre (NI), will be
hosting a welfare reform conference on Tuesday 6 March 2012 at NICVA  from 9.30am to 3.30pm.

The conference will allow members of the voluntary and community sector an opportunity to hear
from and directly engage with prominent decision-makers, policy-makers and eminent
contributors to the welfare reform debate both here in Northern Ireland and within the UK.

The conference will include contributions from chief executives and senior leaders of the voluntary
and community sector, local MPs, a ministerial representative from DSD, Social Security Agency
senior officials and members of the Northern Ireland Assembly Committee for Social
Development.

To request a booking or for more information, please contact Paula Reynolds at Sector Matters
on 028 9087 5018 or email paula.reynolds@sectormatters.com



TRAINING

THE IMPACT OF VOLUNTEERING ON QUALITY  OF LIFE

To recognise the legacy left from the European Year of Volunteering 2011 and to mark the
beginning of the European Year of Active Ageing and Solidarity between Generations 2012,
Volunteer Now has organised a Seminar to discuss the Impact of Volunteering on Quality of
Life.

Guest Speaker Dr. Pat McCloughan will consider participation in volunteering and unpaid work
activities across Europe, by summarising a major study he carried out in 2011 for the European
Foundation for the Improvement of Living and Working Conditions. Part of the study focused on
the determinants of volunteering and the relationship between volunteering and subjective well
being.  Dr. McCloughan will also comment on the opportunities for volunteering in respect of
2012, which has been designated the European Year of Active Ageing and Solidarity between
Generations. Learning from the range of research being conducted on older people volunteering
through the Unlocking Potential Project will also be included in the seminar to inform the
discussion.

Date:    21 February 2012
Time:   12.45pm – 3.30pm (Lunch provided)
Venue: Training Room, Volunteer Now,
34 Shaftesbury Square, Belfast.

You can register for the information session by contacting
Suzanne.Grant@volunteernow.co.uk or Tel: 028 9023
2020.

To read more about the Unlocking Potential Project, the activities it is involved in and the range
of research it has produced go to www.volunteernow.co.uk/volunteering/over-50s-volunteering

MEASURING THE IMPACT OF VOLUNTEERING

Measuring the impact of volunteering activities is increasingly important as the demand for
organisations to evidence the impact and outcomes from their work becomes greater. The
Volunteer Impact Assessment Toolkit provides information and customisable tools which
organisations of all sizes can use to measure impact and therefore evidence what is being
achieved.

Volunteer Now offers a one day training course to supplement the written toolkit handbook.
The aim of the session is to guide people through the handbook, using exercises and group
discussion to help people to start planning their own assessment.

The next training session will take place on 15 March 2012 from 10.00am - 3.30pm  at Volunteer
Now’s Office, Shafetesbury Square, Belfast.
Further information at:  www.volunteernow.co.uk/training-events/view/83

Contact Julie Aiken to find out more atl Julie.Aiken@volunteernow.co.uk or call 028 9023 2020.

The following training courses are currently offered:



‘HEALTHIER CHOICES, HEALTHIER FAMILIES’

HOUSING RIGHTS SERVICE

Housing Advice T raining Programme

Dealing with housing debt - 21st February, Community Relations Council, Dungannon

This entry level course is designed to equip advisers with an understanding of housing debt. It
will enable them to provide practical guidance and suggest appropriate actions to allow clients
to avoid repossession/eviction due to arrears.

Private rented sector-1/8/15th & 22nd March, Belfast

At present around 12% of homes in Northern Ireland are rented from a private landlord.  This
four day, accredited course will provide participants with the knowledge and skills to provide
comprehensive advice and assistance to tenants renting from a private landlord.

Full details on all courses can be found at www.housingrights.org.uk
Email: geraldine@housingrights.org.uk to book your place

‘Healthier Choices, Healthier Families’ is a COMPLETLEY FREE, family focused healthy lifestyle
programme running in the Southern Trust area, aiming to help families make healthier choices
in a sometimes confusing consumer market.

This is a 12 week programme with follow ups for families with a child aged 8-11years* helping
families to make better informed choices in their lifestyle habits. Each week parents and children
take part in a variety of different activities which may include, team challenge, street dance,
Zumba, parachute games and walks to help keep active, while team quizzes, supermarket tour
and cooking sessions are examples that will all demonstrate, in a fun interactive way, how to
make healthier food choices.

Next programme starts 22nd February, at 6pm in Craigavon Leisure Centre

If you would like to know more, or would like this programme in your area, please don’t hesitate
to contact Diane on 0779 1334012 or dianeb@early-years.org

Early Years. EU INTERREG IVA - CAWT UP4IT! Project, known locally as the ‘Healthier Choices,
Healthier Families’ in the Southern Trust Area.



NICVA TRAINING PROGRAMME FEBRUAR Y - MARCH 2012

NICVA have launched details of their upcoming training programme.

For further details on any of the programmes please visit www.nicva.org/training or contact Roisin
Kelly, Skills Development Coordinator: roisin.kelly@nicva.org.

STEPS TO COPE TRAINING

The Taking the Lid Off Partnership (ASCERT, SEHSCT and Barnardo’s ) is pleased to offer
‘Steps to Cope’, a training programme for the practitioners working with young people living
with parental substance misuse or mental health problems. This training is being supported by
the PHA and HSCB as part of the Hidden Harm Action Plan.

When and where will the training take place?

q 20th March in Cookstown Leisure Centre
q        21st March in the Hope Centre in Ballymena
q        22nd March in the Trinity Centre in Lisburn

What is Steps to Cope ?

Steps to Cope is a one-day training event that will equip practitioners with the skills and the
knowledge to deliver a form of the Five Step Method specifically to young people aged 12 to 18.
It will be evaluated to indicate its usefulness to young people not only living with parental substance
misuse, but with mental health issues in the family as well. A Tool in the form of a workbook has
been developed as part of the pilot to guide the work with young people.

For further information and to book your place contact Training, ASCERT, 23 Bridge Street,
Lisburn, County Antrim, BT28 1XZ, or email to training@ascert.biz

FUNDING

THE IRELAND FUNDS OPENS TO APPLICATION

The Ireland Funds is accepting applications from not-for-profit charitable organisations in Northern
Ireland and the Republic of Ireland for projects that support peace and reconciliation, arts and
culture, community development and education.

Funding is intended to assist not-for-proft and charitable organisations which carry out key work
in the areas of combating poverty, deprivation and exclusion.  It is keen to reach as many projects
as possible which would have difficulty accessing other funding sources.

Approximately 1 million is available for projects and activities taking place within the Republic of
Ireland and Northern Ireland.  The maximum grant available is €20,000.  Average grant is €6,000.



Projects must address the following themes:

Arts and Culture
Projects should make the arts more accessible to the wider community, particularly arts applied
in settings of socio-economic disadvantage;  arts applied in educational or health settings; and
arts promoting tolerance and reconciliation.

Community Development
Projects should promote an inclusive and integrated society and ensure the regeneration of
marginalised urban and rural communities, particularly by supporting rural development initiatives
and promoting social inclusion, tolerance and diversity.

Education
Projects should promote economic and social development in the future, particularly those that
promote and support the access and progression from second level to third level education;
lifelong learning and tolerance through education.

Peace and Reconciliation
Projects should support communities in Northern Ireland working together and towards a shared
future.  Priority will be given to the following: citizenship and participation; a greater understanding
of cultural identity within and between communities; social inclusion and support for those affected
by the troubles.

Applications can only be submitted online via The Ireland Funds website.  The deadline for
applications is 30 March 2012.  Contact details:

Sandra McDermott or Jordan Campbell
The Ireland Funds, 5 Foster Place, Dublin 2
Tel: 01 662 7878     Email: grantsinfo@irlfunds.org    Wesbsite: www.theirelandfunds.org

INTERREG IVA REOPENS

A new call for application to the Interreg IVA Programme has been launched by the Special EU
Programmes Body and a series of accompanying workshops has been arranged.

The overall aim of the Interreg IVA Programme is to support strategic cross-border co-operation
for a more prosperous and sustainable region.

Given the current economic crisis and the need for the Interreg IVA Programme to respond to
current challenges, applications are sought from applications that can demonstrate that a project
will contribute to one or both of the following:

More efficient delivery of public services

Clear and measurable economic impact

The closing date for completed applications is 5.00pm on Friday 17 February 2012.

For more information on how to apply please visit: www.seupb.eu or telephone 00353 (0) 477
7003.



Sport Relief Community Cash grant s fund opens

Community Foundation for NI will administer the 2012 Sport Relief
Community Cash Fund.

Grants ranging from £500-£1,000 are available for grassroots community
organisations who are working to make people’s lives better.  The Fund will

prioritise applications from those who are most disadvantaged either because of where they
live or because they come from a group that is considered vulnerable.  Priority will include:

Groups working with those who are most deprived according to indices of social deprivation
Groups benefiting individuals considered vulnerable such as elderly, people with physical/
mental/emotional issues, young people, minority ethnic groups

q One off activities as long as they have longer term benefits will also be considered

Groups need to be:

Working in disadvantaged or deprived areas

Be small local groups with an income of less than £100,000 and be run by local people

Have limited access to other sources of income

Please visit the following website for more details www.communityfoundationni.org or ring
Elizabeth Boyd on 90245927

Deadline for applications is 12pm on Friday 9th March 2012

q
q

RECONCILIATION FUND
(for North South and

Anglo-Irish Co-operation)
OPENS FOR 2012

The Reconciliation Fund has opened for applications to organisations involved in reconciliation
work and efforts to create better understanding between people on the island of Ireland and
between Ireland and Britain.

Organisations can apply for funding which can be used to contribute towards specific project
costs or revenue costs. There are no set minimum or maximum amounts.

Projects should support one or more of the following points:

· Reconciliation through education, dialogue and culture.
· Developing and maintaining meaningful cross-border links.
· Promoting improved Anglo-Irish relations.
· Promoting cross-community and inter-denominational activities.
· Promotion of tolerance and acceptance of cultural diversity.
· Academic research aimed at promoting reconciliation.
· Contribution to political reconciliation.

�



An application form and further information can be found on the Department of Foreign Affairs
and Trade website. There will be two rounds of funding in 2012.

The first deadline for applications is 30 April 2012.

The second closing date is 28 September 2012. Consult web site for further information:
www.foreignaffairs.gov.ie

BURSARY SUPPORT FOR NORTHERN IRELAND GAMES MAKERS

Volunteer Now are calling on Northern Ireland Games Maker applicants to apply for the
2012 NI Volunteers Bursary which will support volunteers taking part In London 2012.

Wendy Osborne OBE, Chief Executive, Volunteer Now said: “The inspiration of the London
2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games is motivating thousands of individuals to volunteer their
time. The 2012 NI Volunteer Bursary is a fantastic example of support for local people to make
a difference; in this case on the world stage.

”The Bursary not only enables Games Makers from Northern Ireland to take part in this once in a
lifetime opportunity, it will support them in sharing their learning and experience, on their return
to make a difference in the community.

“Volunteer Now commends the supporters of the scheme, led by DCAL and supported by
a number of local councils, private sector businesses and health and social care trusts, who are
making the dream come true for many.”

Sports and Culture Minister, Carál Ní Chuilín said, “Being a Games Maker will be a once in a
lifetime experience. It will give local volunteers an opportunity to play their part in delivering the
world’s largest sporting event.”

The Minister continued, “I want everyone who wants to participate in the London 2012 Games to
have the opportunity to do so and this bursary will support local people with costs which may
otherwise be a challenge to them accepting an offer to become a 2012 Games Maker.

My Department has committed £30,000 to the scheme and other local partners have been
invited to contribute to the fund to ensure that our Games Makers can take up this wonderful
opportunity.”

Bursary applications are available from www.volunteernow.co.uk

Closing date for applications is 4.00pm 29 February 2012 .

For further details contact:
Julie Cusick, Promotions Officer, VOLUNTEER NOW,
34 Shaftesbury Square Belfast BT2 7DB Tel: 02890 200850



SOUTHERN HEALTH AND SOCIAL  CARE TRUST
OPEN CALL  FOR COMMUNITY AND VOLUNTARY SECTOR FUNDING

The Southern Health and Social Care Trust (the Trust) is pleased to invite proposals from
community and voluntary sector (not-for-profit) organisations.

The Trust will consider proposals that are classed as:

· Support for Social Enterprise development

· One off projects/pieces of work

· Pilot projects to test a concept

And meet the following criteria:

· Proposals must be in line with Southern Trust’s Strategic Direction i.e. enabling
people to remain independent at home for as long as possible and/or developing
local social support and/or innovative ideas for prevention and low level support

· Applicants should not currently be in receipt of annual income from the Trust through
a formal contractual arrangement

· Projects/initiatives must be completed by 31st March 2012

The maximum amount available for successful proposals is £5,000.

Please note that this funding is one off and non-recurrent and that the Trust is not in a position to
guarantee any future funding commitment to successful applicants. The Southern Health and
Social Care Trust is not bound to accept any bid.

Application forms are available to download from the Southern Health and Social Care Trust’s
website: www.southerntrust.hscni.net under the Involving You section-Community and Voluntary
Sector Funding.

 A Word version is available on request from email contact below.

Completed Application forms must be returned by 16th February 2012 at 4.00pm

 Applications received after this date and time will be rejected

Please return completed applications to:

Carolyn.agnew@southerntrust.hscni.net
or

Mrs Carolyn Agnew, Promoting Wellbeing Department, Ward 1,
St Luke’s Hospital, 71 Loughgall Road, Armagh, BT61 7NQ



ANTI-SECTARIANISM FUND LAUNCHES FOR 2012

The Anti-Sectarianism Fund is administered by the Irish Government’s Department of Foreign
Affairs. It helps local efforts in Northern Ireland aimed at tackling sectarianism by supporting
projects in communities that seek new and more effective ways of addressing sectarianism and
division in society.

Grants will be given to individuals or organisations that want to challenge intolerance and
sectarianism in new and innovative ways in order to break down barriers between people caused
by religious and cultural differences.

Projects will be considered under the following criteria:

· Promoting anti-sectarianism through cultural education and dialogue.
· Promoting tolerance and acceptance of cultural diversity.
· Broadening knowledge and understanding of different cultures, beliefs and traditions.
· Reducing religious, social and cultural barriers.
· Challenging stereotypes of communities and identities.
· Raising awareness of how language and actions contribute towards sectarianism and

intolerance.
· Making people from different backgrounds work towards a common goal.

Funding can be used for a specific project or as a contribution towards general running costs.
There will be two rounds of funding in 2012. The first deadline for applications is 30 April 2012.
The second closing date is 28 September 2012.

If you have any questions contact Enquiries:
Department of Foreign Affairs, Anti-Sectarianism Fund,  80 St Stephen’s Green, Dublin 2.
Tel: +353 1 4780822   Website: www.foreignaffairs.gov.ie/

CONNECTING OLDER PEOPLE - THE BIG LOTTER Y

The Big Lottery Fund’s Reaching Out programme – Connecting Older People will invest up to
£20 million into supporting older people most at risk across Northern Ireland.

The Big Lottery Fund in Northern Ireland is making up to £20 million available over the next two
years to promote the inclusion of older people by targeting those individuals at greatest risk of
exclusion or isolation. Older people can go through a number of transitions in their lives where
they are especially at risk of becoming isolated and excluded, such as retirement, health changes,
bereavement, or moving into residential care or sheltered housing.

We will support projects that:

w Focus on older people aged 60 and over
w Last from 3 to 5 years
w Target older people at greatest risk of exclusion and isolation,

who could be perceived as ‘hard to reach’
w Involve older people in designing and running the project

To check eligibility and to make an application visit www.biglotteryfund.org.uk
The closing date for this current programme is 29 February 2012.


